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(54) Generating apparatus 

(57) Leading current or lagging current of an alter- 
nator (1) is supplied by a simple structure including 
short-circuit switch elements (41-43, 41 1-413, 421-423, 
431-433). The short-circuit switch elements (41-43, 
411-413, 421-423, 431-433) are connected across out- 
put terminals |f the alternator three-phase armature 
windings (11, 12, 13), and are iurned on and off at fixed 
timings to supply a suitable amount of the leading cur- 
rent to armature windings (41-43, 411-413, 421-423. 

FIG 


431-433) regardless of the rotational speed. Thus, the 
leading current can be supplied without phase-leading- 
capacitors so that the apparatus can be made compact, 
lightweight and powerful Even if any of the short-circuit 
switch elements (41-43, 411-413, 421-423, 431-433) 
can not turn off, the battery discharge can be prevented. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other objects, features and characteristics of the 
present invention as well as the functions of related 
parts of the present invention will become clear from a 
study of the following detailed description, the 
appended claims and the drawings. In the drawings: 

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram showing a first embodi- 
ment of an alternator for a vehicle according to the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an equivalent circuit of a MOSFET in the 
first embodiment; 

FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing operation of a con- 
troller in the first embodiment; 
FIG. 4 is a. flow chart showing operation of a con- 
troller in the first embodiment; 
FIG. 5 is a flow chart showing operation of a con- 
troller in the first embodiment; 
FIG. 6 is a timing chart showing a relationship 
between phase voltages of armature windings, cur- 
rent of an armature winding and conducting timing 
of a short-circuiting circuit; 

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram illustrating a second 
embodiment; 

FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram illustrating a third embod- 
iment; 

FIG. 9 is a circuit diagram illustrating a variation of 
the first embodiment; 

FIG. 10 is a circuit diagram illustrating another vari- 
ation of the first embodiment; and 
FIG. 11 is a circuit diagram illustrating a fourth 
embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Preferred embodiments according to the present 
invention will now be described with reference to the 
appended drawings. 

(First Embodiment) 

A first embodiment is described with reference to 
FIG. 1. 

A generating apparatus for a vehicle is composed 
of a three-phase synchronous generator or an alterna- 
tor 1 having Lundell type field poles, a three-phase full- 
wave rectifier or AC-DC power converting means 3, a 
short-circuiting circuit or short-circuitting means 4, a 
controller 7 which controls the short-circuiting circuit 4 
and a regulator 8 for controlling the field current 

The alternator 1 is driven by an engine, and has 
three phase armature windings 1 1 - 13 and a field coil 2 
which is wound around a rotor core. Three-phase AC 
voltages Va, Vb and Vc are generated in the armature 
windings 11-13 when a field current is supplied to the 
field coil 2 by the regulator 8 as in the well-known man- 
ner. 


The controller 7 has a microcomputer (not shown) 
therein and controls respective short-circuit switches 41 
- 43 of the short-circuiting circuit 4 according to battery 
voltage VB and the output voltage (phase-v/oitage) Va, 

5 Vb and Vc of the armature windings 11 - 1 3 to supply 
• the respective armaiure windings 11-13 with a fixed 
amount of leading current at a fixed timing. 

The regulator 8 has a conducting-ratio-setting-cir- 
cuit 81 which compares the battery voltage VB with a 

to reference voltage and sets the conducting ratio of a 
switching transistor 82, which supplies the field current 
If to the field coil 2. 

The three-phase full-wave rectifier 3 is a common 
type, which rectifies the output current of the alternator 

is 1 to be supplied to a battery 10 and an electric toad 9. 
The rectifier 3 has a high-level DC source line 10a and 
a low-level DC source line 10b which is grounded. 

The short-circuiting circuit 4 is composed of the 
short-circuit switches 41 - 43 which are power MOSFET 

20 made from SiC and form A (delta) -connected circuit. 
Each junction of the A -connected short-circuit switches 
is connected to a corresponding one of the output termi- 
nals of the armature windings 11-13. The MOSFET has 
a high resistance resistor 120 connected in parallel with 

25 a parasitic diode Ds formed in the source S as shown in 
FIG. 2. A parasitic diode Dd is formed in the drain D 
shown in FIG. 2. The high resistance resistor 120 pre- 
vents conduction of the parasitic diodes and controls 
short-circuit current in both directions. 

30 An example of operation of the above apparatus is 
described next. 

When the electric load 9 is small, the battery volt- 
age VB is controlled by the regulator 8 only. Since the 
power control by the field-current-control-type regulator 

35 8 and the rectifying operation of the three-phase full- 
wave rectifier 3 are well known, the description is omit- 
ted. 

When the electric load 9 increases and the . duty 
ratio becomes higher than a fixed value, the controller 7 

40 controls the short-circuiting circuit 4 to provide the lead- 
ing current, which is described hereafter. 

The leading current is described with reference to 
flow charts shown in- FIG.3 - FIG. 5. Incidentally, the 
phase voltage Va is generated ahead of the phase volt- 

45 age Vb by an angle 120 degree, and the phase voltage 
Vb is generated ahead of Vc by an angle 120 degree. In 
order to simplify discussion, the voltage drops of the 
diodes 31 - 36 in the forward direction are neglected 
here. 

so At the beginning, the battery voltage VB is read in a 
step 1 00, whether the battery voltage VB is lower than a 
fixed voltage VBref or not is examined in a step. 102. If 
higher (NO), a step 116 follows and if lower (YES), 
whether the field current If is higher than a fixed value 

55 Iref or not is examined in a step 104. If it is lower (NO), 
a step 1 16 follows and if higher (YES), heavy load con- 
dition or insufficient generation is assumed and the 
phase voltage Va is read in a step 106. Subsequently, a 
cycle time T is determined from the wave form of the 
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armature voltage Va becomes lower than 0 V after time 
t2. the current flows to the armature winding 1 1 without 
the short-circuit switch being turned on. That is, the time 
period between t1 and t2 is the maximum short-circuit 
time ATmax Although the current direction is opposite,, 
time period between t3 and t4 is also the maximum 
short-circuit time ATmax, in which the short-circuit 
switch is turned on during the time period AT to allow 
the leading current Ai2 to flow from the armature wind- 
ing 11 to the armature winding 12. 

In this embodiment, the short-circuit switch is 
turned on when the leading current is supplied. If, how- 
ever, different switch is turned on (for example, the 
short-circuit switch is turned on between t1 and t2) t lag- 
ging current can be supplied in a different direction, so 
that the output current can be reduced without changing 
the field current. 

In this embodiment, the leading current is controlled 
by changing the short-circuit time AT, however, the lead- 
ing current can be controlled by PWM-control at periods 
between t1 and t2 and between t3 and t4. The PWM 
control is not described here since it is well-known. In 
the above embodiment, the short-circuit switches 11 - 
13 are turned on every half cycle. However, they can be 
turned on once in a number of cycles. Since the short- 
circuit switches 41 - 43 have suitable resistances when 
they are turned on, excessive short-circuit current is 
prevented by the resistances and the inductance of the 
armature windings 11 - 13. 

After the short-circuit switch 41 is turned off 
between the time t1 and the time t2 in FIG. 6, the elec- 
tromagnetic operation is as follows. 

When the short-circuit time terminates (at time t1'), 
and the short-circuit current is not supplied, the phase- 
voltage Va is generally higher than the lower DC voltage 
terminal (0 V) and, therefore, the phase current Ix does 
not flow from the lower DC voltage terminal into the 
armature winding 1 1 after the time t1 

However, if the short-circuit current is supplied to 
the armature winding 1 1 until the time tr, reverse elec- 
tromotive force is generated in a direction to lower the 
output terminal voltage of the armature winding 11 or 
the phase voltage Va when the short-circuit switch is 
turned off. As a result, the phase voltage Va lowers by 
the voltage corresponding to the reverse electromotive 
force and becomes lower than the voltage (0 V) of the 
lower DC voltage terminal so that the generated current 
flows from the lower DC voltage terminal into the arma- 
ture winding 11 through the diode 34. 

In other words, the short-circuit current (leading 
current) brings the armature windings 11-13 electro- 
magnetic energy, which is released after the time tr. 
The generated current after the time tr is recovered 
from the higher DC terminal to the battery 10. 

In this embodiment, since the leading current is 
supplied by the short-circuit switches 41 - 43, even if 
any of the switches can not turn off the battery 10 does 
not discharge, resulting in safe apparatus. 


The armature windings 11 - 13 can be connected in 
the A-connection instead of the Star-connection, and 
they are not limited to three-phase. 

Variations of the first embodiment are shown in 

s FIG. 9 and FIG. 10. These variations use main portions 
of the first embodiment shown in FIG. 1. FIG, 9 illus- 
trates a variation in which two phase terminals are 
short-circuited. FIG. 1 0 illustrates a variation in which 
only one phase terminals are short-circuited. These var- 

10 iations have the leading-current-effect with a simple cir- 
cuit structure. 

(Second Embodiment) 

is Another embodiment is described with reference to 
FIG. 7. 

This embodiment has a short-circuiting circuit 4a 
composed of short-circuit switches 41 1 - 413 connected 
in the star-connection. In this embodiment, the short-cir- 

20 cuit switches 41 1 and 412 are turned on when the short- 
circuit switch 41 shown in FIG. 1 is turned on, the short- 
circuit switches 412 and 413 are turned on at the time 
when the short circuit switch 42 shown in FIG. 1 is 
turned on and the short-circuit switches 411 and 413 

25 are turned on at the time when the short circuit switch 
43 shown in FIG. 1 is turned on. Thus, the same effect 
as the first embodiment is ensured. 

(Third Embodiment) 

30 

A third embodiment is described with reference to 
FIG. 8. 

In this embodiment, IGBTs 421 and 431 are used 
instead of the short-circuit switch 41, IGBTs 422 and 

35 432 are used instead of the short-circuit switch 42 and 
IGBTs 423 and 433 are used instead of the short-circuit 
switch 43, to compose a A -connection type short- 
circuiting circuit 4b. 

The IGBTs 421 and 431 are connected in parallel 

40 so that one allows the short-circuit current to flow in a 
direction opposite to the other, the IGBTs 422 and 432 
are connected in parallel so that one allows the short- 
circuit current to flow in a direction opposite to the other 
and the IGBTs 423 and 433 are connected in parallel so 

45 that one allows the short-circuit current to flow in a 
direction opposite to the other. Each of the IGBTs 421 - 
423 and 431 - 433 is turned on in a half wave period 
which is suitable for short-circuiting. The short-circuit 
time is set in the same manner as the first embodiment. 

so In the above embodiment, the short-circuit timing is 
set on the basis of the voltage difference across the 
opposite terminals of diodes 31 - 36. However, the tim- 
ing can be set on the basis of the voltage difference 
across current detecting resistors which are connected 

55 in series with the diodes 31-36. 

The short-circuit timing can be set on the basis of 
the absolute rotational angle of the alternator rotor 
which is detected by a rotary encoder. 
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11, A generating apparatus according to any one of 
CLAIMS 2 through 10, wherein said semiconductor 
switching element (421-423, 431-433) comprises a 
pair one-way semiconductor switching elements 
connected in parallel so that one allows current to s 
flow in a direction opposite to the other. 


12. A generating apparatus according to any one of 
CLAIMS 1 through 1 1 , wherein said AC-DC power 
convening means (3, 3b) supplies a battery (10) 10 
with electric current. 

13. A generating apparatus according to any one of 
CLAIMS 2 through 12, wherein said control means 

(7) turns on said semiconductor switching element is 
at a set time ior a fixed conducting period which 
corresponds to a set leading current 

14. A generating apparatus according to CLAIM 13 fur- 
ther comprising means for detecting a physical 20 
value related to rotational speed of said alternator, 
wherein said control means set said fixed conduct- 
ing period within a maximum conducting period cor- 
responding to said rotational speed based on said 
physical value. 25 

15. A generating apparatus according to any one of 
CLAIMS 2 through 14, wherein said control means 
(7) controls said short-circuit current by turning on 
and off said semiconductor switching elements (41 - 30 
43, 41 1-413, 421-423, 431-433) on basis of a phys- 
ical value related to rotational speed of said alterna- 
tor. 

16. A generating apparatus according to CLAIM 15, 
wherein said control means (7) turns on said semi- 
conductor switching element (41-43, 41 1-413, 421 - 
423, 431-433) when voltage difference between an 
output terminal of said armature windings (11,12, 
13) and either a higher-voltage-terminal (10a) o1 a 
DC-voltage-source or a lower-voltage-terminal 
(10b) of a DC-voltage-source of said AC-DC power 
converting means becomes smaller than an abso- 
lute value. 

17. A generating apparatus according to CLAIM 15, 
wherein said control means (7) turns off said semi- 
conductor switching element (41-43, 411-413, 421- 
423, 431-433) a fixed delay time after voltage differ- 
ence between an output terminal of said armature 
windings and either a higher-voltage-terminal of a 
DC-voltage-source or a lower-voltage-terminal of a 
DC-voltage-source of said AC-DC power convert- 
ing means becomes smaller than an absolute value 
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FIG. 4 
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(Fourth Embodiment) 

The three-phase full-wave rectifier 3 of the first 
embodiment can be replaced with a three-phase 
inverter circuit 3b which is composed of semiconductor 5 
switching elements 531 - 536 made from such as MOS- 
FETs as shown in FiG.11 , In this embodiment, the con- 
troller 7 controls the MOSFETs to turn on or off. 

As a result, the leading current can be supplied to a 
rotary machine which switches from one to the other 10 
between the motor and the generator so that the gener- 
ation power can be increased. 

In the foregoing discussion of the present invention, 
the invention has been described with reference to spe- 
cific embodiments thereof. It will, however, be evident is 
that various modifications and changes may be made to 
the specific embodiments of the present invention with- 
out departing from the broader spirit and scope of the 
invention as set forth in the appended claims. Accord- 
ingly, the description of the present invention in this doc- 20 
ument is to be regarded in an illustrative, rather than a 
restrictive, sense. 

Leading current or lagging current of an alternator 
(1) is supplied by a simple structure including short-cir- 
cuit switch elements (41-43, 411-413, 421-423, 431- 25 
433). The short-circuit switch elements (41-43, 411- 
413, 421-423, 431-433) are connected across output 
terminals of the alternator three-phase armature wind- 
ings (11, 12, 13), and are turned on and off at fixed tim- 
ings to supply a suitable amount of the leading current 30 
to armature windings (41-43, 411-413, 421-423, 431- 
433) regardless of the rotational speed. Thus, the lead- 
ing current can be supplied without phase-leading- 
capacitors so that the apparatus can be made compact, 
lightweight and powerful Even if any of the short-circuit 35 
switch elements (41-43, 411-413, 421-423, 431-433) 
can not turn off, the battery discharge can be prevented. 

Claims 

40 

1. A generating apparatus including an alternator (1) 
with multi-phase armature windings (11, 12, 13), 
AC-DC power converting unit (3, 3b), said generat- 
ing apparatus comprising: 

45 

means (4, 4a, 4b), connected to terminals of 
said multi-phase armature windings, for short- 
circuiting said terminals; and 
means (7), connected to said short-circuiting 
means (4, 4a, 4b), for controlling on-off timing so 
of short-circuiting to control alternator-output- 
power. 

2. A generating apparatus according to CLAIM 1, 
wherein said short-circuiting means (4, 4a, 4b) 55 
comprises a semiconductor switching element (41- 

43, 411-413, 421-423, 431-433) and said control- 
ling means turns on and off said semiconductor 
switching element at a fixed timing to provide an 


approximated-sinusoidal-armature-current having 
a phase different from a phase of voltage induced in 
a corresponding one of said armature windings 
(11,12,13). 

3. A generating apparatus according to CLAIM 1 or 
CLAIM 2, wherein said AC-DC power converting 
means (3. 3b) comprises a full-wave rectifying unit 
composed of a plurality of diodes. 

4. A generating apparatus according to CLAIM 1 or 
CLAIM 2, wherein said AC-DC power converting 
means (3b) including a two-way switching circuit, 
said two-way switching circuit comprising a high- 
side switch composed of a semiconductor switching 
element connecting an output terminal of one of 
said armature windings (11, 12, 13) with a higher- 
voltage-terminal (10a) of a DC electric source (10) 
and a low-side switch composed of a semiconduc- 
tor switching element connecting an output terminal 
of one of said armature windings (11, 12, 13) with a 
lower-voltage-terminal (10b) of a DC electric source 
(10). 

5. A generating apparatus according to CLAIM 2, 
wherein said semiconductor switching element (41 - 
43, 411-413, 421-423, 431-433) is connected 
between a pair of fixed output terminals of said 
armature windings (11, 12, 13). 

6. A generating apparatus according to CLAIM 5, 
wherein said alternator (1) comprises a three- 
phase alternator and a A -connected circuit com- 
posed of said semiconductor element (41-43, 411- 
413, 421-423, 431-433). 

7. A generating apparatus according to CLAIM 3 or 
CLAIM 4, wherein said semiconductor switching 
element (41-43, 411-413, 421-423, 431-433) is 
connected between one of said output terminals of 
said armature windings and a common junction of 
said switching element so that said phase-short- 
circuiting means forms a star-connected circuit. 

8. A generating apparatus according to CLAIMS 2 
through 7, wherein said semiconductor switching 
element (41-43, 411-413, 421-423, 431-433) com- 
prises a MOSFET. 

9- A generating apparatus according to CLAIM 8, 
wherein said MOSFET includes a high resistance 
member (120) for preventing conduction of a para- 
sitic diode (Ds, Dd). 

10. A generating apparatus according to CLAIM 8 or 
CLAIM 9, wherein said MOSFET is formed from 

SiC. 
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phase voltage Va in a step 108. The cycle time may be 
determined from a time between the adjacent peaks of 
the voltage Va or double of a time between the adjacent 
zero-cross points of the phase voltage Va. A maximum 
short-circuit time ATmax of a leading-current-supply 5 
time or short-circuit time is determined from the cycle T 
in a step 1 1 0. The maximum short-circuit time ATmax is 
calculated by multiplying the cycle time T by a fixed ratio 
K. As the cycle time T becomes shorter in the alternator 
for a vehicle (or the rotational speed becomes higher), 70 
the starting-up of the alternator output voltage is 
improved, and the leading current supply time, in which 
supply of the leading current is desired, is shortened so 
that the fixed ratio k can be made smaller with decrease 
of the cycle time. Subsequently, a fixed value a is added 15 
to the short-circuit time or delay time AT, which is the 
leading-current-supply time, to go to a step 114. Inci- 
dentally, a register which stores the short-circuit time AT 
is reset to zero when the routine is starting in the step 
112. ■ ' 20 

in the step 114, the flag is set to 1 to execute a 
short-circuiting (leading current supply) subroutine, 
which is described hereafter. The flag is reset to 0 in a 
step 116. 

The above short-circuiting (leading current supply) 25 
subroutine is described with reference to FIG. 4 and 
FIG. 5. The subroutine is an interruption routine which is 
executed at a regular interval in preference to others, 
and the execution cycle is, for example, 2 % of the cyde 
period T determined in the step 1 08. 00 

At the beginning, whether the flag F commanding 
the short-circuit control is 1 or not is examined in a step 

200. if it is 0 (NO), the process returns to the main rou- 
tine shown in FIG. 3, assuming that no execution com- 
mand of the short-circuit control is given. On the other 35 
hand, if it is 1 (YES), the process proceeds to a step 

201, assuming that the execution command of the 
short-circuit control is given. 

The phase voltages Va, Vb and Vc are read in the 
step 201 to examine whether the phase voltage Va is 40 
lower than the battery voltage VB or not (202). If it is not 
lower (NO), the process proceeds to a step 203 and if it 
is lower (YES), the process goes to a step 212. In the 
step 203, whether the phase voltage Va is higher than 
the ground voltage VE (= 0 V) or not is examined. If it is 45 
not, the process goes to the step 204 and if it is higher 
(YES), the process proceeds to the step 212. In the step 
212, a timer a is started to set a conducting time of the 
short-circuit switch 41 , which is turned on immediately 
in a step 214, and a step 300 (shown in FIG. 5) follows, sc 

In the step 204, the process checks whether the 
phase voltage Vb is lower than the battery voltage VB or 
not, and goes to a step 206 if it is not lower (NO) or goes 
to a step 21 6 if it is lower (YES) . In the step 21 6, a timer 
b is started to set the conducting time of the short-circuit st 
switch 42, which is immediately turned on in a step 218, 
and the process goes to a step 300 (shown in FIG. 5). 

The process examines whether the phase voltage 
Vc is lower than the battery voltage VB or not in the step 


208, and proceeds to a step 210 if it is not lower , or to 
a step 220 if it is lower (YES). The process examines 
whether the phase voltage Vc is higher than the 
grounded voltage VE (= 0 V) or not in the step 210, 
and goes to a step 300 (shown in FIG. 5) if it is not 
higher, or goes to the step 220 if it is higher (YES). 

In the step 220, a timer c is started to set the con- 
ducting time of the short-circuit switch 43, which is 
immediately turned on in a step 222. Then the step 300 
shown in FIG. 5 follows. 

The step 300 follows immediately after the steps 
214, 222 or 218, because the routine shown in FIG. 4 
andVlG. 5 is executed regularly and frequently, and the 
short-circuit switches 41 - 43 are not turned on at the 
same time during one cycle of the routine on account of 
the phase differences thereof. The timers a, b and c are 
set to have the short-circuit time AT which are calcu- 
lated in the step 1 12. 

in the step 300, whether the timer a has counted a 
number corresponding to the short-circuit time AT or not 
is examined. The process goes to a step 304 if it has not 
(NO), or turns off the short-circuit switch 41 and resets 
the timer a (302), and goes to the step 304 if it has 
counted the number. 

In the step 304, whether the timer b has counted a 
number corresponding to the short-circuit time AT or not 
is examined. The process goes to a step 308 if it has 
not, or turns off the short-circuit switch 42 and resets the 
timer b in a step 306, and goes to the step 308 if it has 
counted the number. 

In the step 308, whether the timer c has counted a 
number corresponding to the short-circuit time AT or not 
is examined. The process returns to the main routine 
shown in FIG. 3 if it has not, or turns off the short-circuit 
switch 43 and resets the timer c in a step 310 and, sub- 
sequently, returns to the main routine if it has counted 
the number. 

incidentally, If the routine is repeated at an exces- 
sively high speed, the short-circuit time increases too 
fast. Therefore, the short-circuit time is increased step 
by step in the step 1 12 at a suitable interval. 

Thus, the leading currents (short-circuit current) are 
applied into the respective armature windings 11-13 
through the short-circuit switches 41 - 43 after the out- 
going current becomes zero, and the leading currents 
(short-circuit currents) go out of the respective armature 
windings 11-13 through the short-circuit switches 41 - 
43 after the outgoing current becomes zero, so that the 
current wave is approximated to the sinusoidal curve 
advancing the phase as shown in FIG. 6. As a result, 
the output power increases, and noise and vibration 
decrease. 

As shown in FIG. 6, the armature voltage Va of an 
. X-phase becomes lower than the battery voltage VB at 
a timetl. if the short-circuit switch 41 short-circuits the 
X-phase terminal and a Y-phase terminal at this time, a 
short-circuit current flows from' the Y-phase armature 
winding 12 to the X-phase armature winding due to a 
voltage difference as a leading current Ai1. Since the 
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Description 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

The present application is based on and claims pri- 5 
orityfrom Japanese Patent Application No. Hei 7-98978 
filed on April 24, 1995, the contents of which are incor- 
porated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION w 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a generating appa- 
ratus for a vehicle. is 

2. Description of the Related Art 

Alternators for vehicles have been required to be 
smaller, lighter and more powerful in recent years in 20 
order to save the installation space. 

In a conventional three-phase vehicle alternator of 
a leading current type, phase-advancing capacitors are 
connected between output terminals to supply the 
respective armature windings with leading current (cur- 25 
rent which changes ahead of voltage) in order to 
increase output power. 

However, in the above mentioned leading current 
type alternator, the leading current is a function of fre- 
quency or rotational speed and, therefore, decreases in 30 
a low rotational speed area where current increase is 
especially required when used in a vehicle. Moreover, 
because the inductance of the alternator is large, large 
capacity of the capacitors is necessary with the result of 
large size of the capacitors. 35 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention has been made in view of the 
above problem and has an object of providing a com- 40 
pact and lightweight alternator which can supply leading 
current as well as lagging current without using the 
capacitor. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
an alternator which supplies desired leading or lagging 45 
current independent of the rotational speed. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a generating apparatus including an alternator with 
multi-phase armature windings, an AC-DC power con- 
verting unit. The generating apparatus comprises semi- so 
conductor switching elements as means for short- 
circuiting fixed terminals of the armature windings and 
also comprises means for turning on and off the semi- 
conductor switching elements X^reby controlling the 
output power. 55 

■Each of the semiconductor switching elements is 
connected between a designated pair of terminals of 
the alternator and is turned on and off at a fixed timing 
to supply current (leading current or lagging current) 
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which has a phase different from the phase of the volt- 
age generated in the armature windings. 

The AC-DC power converting means may include a 
full-wave rectifying unit composed of diodes or a two- 
way switching circuit. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a generating apparatus which has a three-phase alter- 
nator and the phase-short-circuiting means composed 
of A-connected semiconductor switching elements or 
star connected elements, 

Each of the semiconductor switching elements may 
be composed of a pair one-way semiconductor switch- 
ing elements connected in parallel so that one allows 
current to flow in a direction opposite to the other. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a generating apparatus in which the control means 
turns on one of the semiconductor switching elements 
at a set time for a fixed conducting period which corre- 
sponds to a set leading current. The control means 
turns on the semiconductor switching elements when a 
voltage difference between an output terminal of the 
armature windings and either a higher-voltage-terminal 
of a DC-voltage-source or a lower-voltage-terminal of a 
DC-voltage-source of the AC-DC power converting 
means becomes smaller than an absolute value, and 
turns off the semiconductor switching elements a fixed 
short-circuit time after voltage difference between an 
output terminal of the armature windings and either a 
higher-voltage-terminal of a DC-voltage-source or a 
lower- voltage-terminal of a DC-voltage-source of the 
AC-DC power converting means becomes smaller than 
an absolute value. 

Thus, the leading current can be provided without a 
phase-leading capacitor and simple, compact, light- 
weight apparatus witlf increased output power can be 
provided. In addition, a generation apparatus which can 
supply desired leading current irrespective of the rota- 
tional speed can be provided. Further, lagging current 
can be also supplied so that the output power can be 
reduced with the field current being constant. If the lead- 
ing current is not required, the leading current can be 
stopped, thereby preventing ineffective current. Even if 
the AC- DC power converting means fails to turn off, the 
battery is prevented from discharging to death. 

When the short-circuit switch is turned on, the 
short-circuit current which is not otherwise available can 
be supplied to the battery by the AC-DC power convert- 
ing means, so that continuous armature current approx- 
imating the sinusoidal wave can be supplied, resulting in 
a stable magnetic field to increase the alternator output 
power. That is, when the generator current is necessary, 
current is supplied to approximate the sinusoidal wave 
for a limited period in the zero-generator-current period, 
so that the output power increases without excessive 
leading current. At the same time, vibration or noise of 
the alternator can be reduced. 
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